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VIN 2002-13 

Subject :  Vehicle Model 30 Years Old or Older Smog Certification Exempt  

Information 
Effective January 1, 2003, vehicles with a vehicle year model 30 years old or older are 
exempt from smog certification. The Vehicle Code now provides a 30 year “rolling” smog 
exemption. 

30 Year Smog Exemption 
A smog certification is not required for an original, transfer, or renewal application when 
the vehicle year model is 30 years old or older, regardless of the vehicle’s month of 
expiration.  

Using the calendar year minus 29 equals the year model exempt from a smog 
certification.  
Example: 
The calendar year is      2003       2004 
                                        -29           -29 
Exempt year model     1974       1975 

Distribution  
This memo was distributed in October 2002 to the following:  

• Dealers  

• Registration Services  

Contact  
• Your local DMV field office regarding questions on processing transactions.  

• The DMV Customer Communications Section at (916) 657-6560 for further 
clarification of this memo. Upon request, this document can be produced in Braille or 
large print.  

 

CANDY WOHLFORD, Deputy Director  
Communication Programs Division  
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